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1) Provide some context?

2) What does the research actually say?

3) Why trees, why open space? 





World 
population: the 
growing 
numbers

We entered the 
20th century 
with a 
population of 
less than 2 
billion people. 
We started 21st 
century with 
more than 6 
billion. 
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World Monthly Grains Price Index, 
January 1990 – January 2014
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The world is in transition from an era of food abundance to one of scarcity. Over 
the last decade, world grain reserves have fallen by one third. World food prices 
have more than doubled, triggering a worldwide land rush and ushering 
in a new geopolitics of food. Food is the new oil. Land is the new gold.





What does the research actually say?



How do altered systems function? Given time will 
the selective pressure of the anthropogenic soils 
result in novel assemblages that are both 
ecologically viable and have the potential to 
reduce the risk associated with trophic transfer of 
contaminants?
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Why trees, why open space?









New Jersey’s State parks and 
forests provide total annual gross 
benefits estimated at between $953 
million and $1.4 billion, with a 
central estimate of $1.2 billion (all 
figures in 2004 dollars). These 
annual benefit flows translate into 
present value amounts of between 
$31.8 billion and$45.4 billion of 
natural capital (central estimate 
$38.5 billion) based on discounting 
at a societal discount rate of 
3%/year over an unrestricted time 
horizon. Since some benefits could 
not be quantified, these estimates 
are believed to be conservative.





Liberty 
State 
Park





Is New 
Jersey 

Running 
Out of 
Open 

Space?

GREEN ACRES FUNDING SUMMARY 1961–2009
Bond Acts and Other Sources

TOTAL: $3.32 Billion 




