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DIRECTOR’S DISCOURSE
By Donna Massa
Plans are currently underway to bring to you a new and exciting NJ
Shade Tree Federation 94th Annual Conference! The Crowne Plaza could not
accommodate us in 2019 but we are contracted with them in 2020 so stay tuned!
This year, I’m excited to announce that the conference will be held at
Harrah’s Waterfront Conference Center in Atlantic City on Thursday and Friday,
October 24th - October 25th. The Waterfront Conference Center completed
construction in 2015 and is located AWAY FROM THE BOARDWALK in a
separate, stand-alone venue on the opposite side of town overlooking the bay
area of Atlantic City.
The space at the Waterfront Conference Center grants us the
opportunity to enhance our program by offering a General Session in the
morning and two break-out tracks in the afternoon allowing attendees more
opportunities to select an afternoon session that best suits their interest.
We are preparing to offer a dynamic program with renowned speakers
who will educate, entertain, and engage you. We welcome our guest speakers
Dr. Gary Watson, lead scientist at the Morton Arboretu, our own Dr. Jason
Grabosky from Rutgers University, Lew Bloch, author of Tree Law Cases in
the USA, Dr. Rich Buckley, director of Rutgers University’s Soil Testing and
Plant Diagnostic Services, Dr. Richard Hauer, Professor of Urban Forestry,
University of Wisconsin, Dr. Beth Brantley from the Research Labs at Bartlett
Tree Experts, Jerry Bond, owner of Urban Forest Analytic in Geneva, NY, Paul
Cowie, principal of Paul Cowie and Associates, John Linson, principal of The
Shade Tree Department, Wayne Dubin, Vice President and Division Manager,
Bartlett Tree Experts, Michael Zichelli, Director of Planning and Development,
Glen Ridge, Joe Greipp, Director of Robert A. Winters Arboretum at Meadow
Lakes, Hightstown, NJ, and Larry Kuser, from Fernbrook Nurseries.
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Our program this year includes discussions about the landscape above
as well as below ground. We will talk about urban tree biology and hear an
abridged version of what was discussed at the Landscape Below Ground IV
Conference: an international conference on tree root development in urban
soils. We will catch a discussion on weather-related tree law cases and talk
about the next steps after having completed an inventory. We will be updated
on the pests found throughout New Jersey and talk about IPM planning with
Municipalities. We will learn about the cost of NOT maintaining trees and
dealing with that WRONG tree in the WRONG place. We will be taught the
science and BMP’s (Best Management Practices) of tree planting to promote
tree growth and longevity. We will also learn about field estimation of tree load
potential. We will address the importance of communication between
communities and nurseries so that communities can get what they need from
nursery stock and so that nurseries can plan to provide a market of diverse
species.
The beauty of the NJ Shade Tree Federation conference is that it brings
together municipal shade tree commissions and professionals in the industry
whose services are needed by the commissions. Having recognized that
connection, we will have discussions on the newly implemented LTE/LTCO
regulations and what that means to the municipality. We will discuss how to be
a valued contractor for the municipality, and we will also talk about pruning and
specs and the importance of communication between municipalities and
contractors. Lastly, NJ Community Forestry Program personnel will help the
membership navigate the Department’s online portal, explain how to check on
the municipality’s good standing with the State, advise where to find grants and
funding available to the municipalities and guide you on how to be sure to meet
respective deadlines. We will also hear from selected municipalities about their
successful accomplishments.
Join us this year at Harrah’s Waterfront Conference Center on
Thursday evening, October 24th during the Conference Dinner as the NJ Shade
Tree Federation celebrates 94 years of serving you, the municipalities and tree
care professionals throughout the State of New Jersey. The dinner this year is
in the middle of the two-day conference. There will be giveaways, door prizes,
and entertainment as we recognize individuals who have excelled in the
industry. Don’t have dinner on your own. We encourage you to join us for the
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DID A STORM DAMAGE YOUR TREE?
Winter storms cause tremendous stress and severe damage to trees in the
urban forest. Obviously, a snapped or downed tree should be removed. What about
a tree that suffers minor damage? How can a homeowner tell if a tree is safe?
Assessing the damage
Minor damage – with only the smallest branches of the tree being injured
– usually results in little or no permanent injury to the tree. All that is required is
cleanup of the broken twigs and branches and perhaps a crown cleaning to restore
a pleasing shape.
More severe damage- large broken branches, split crotches, removal of
bark and splitting or splintering of the trunk – can be caused by strong winds and
heavy ice storms. When a tree is severely damaged, the first question that must be
answered is: “Is the condition of the tree such that keeping it is worthwhile?” A
tree care professional should be consulted to answer this question.
“Most arborists will take the time and effort to save a tree only if the tree
will still be healthy, attractive and of value to the property owner after repairs,”
explains Tchukki Andersen, BCMA and staff arborist for the Tree Care Industry
Association. “A tree care expert may recommend removal of a tree that has little
brittle wood and a branch structure that makes it vulnerable to additional damage
from future storms. Trees that have been topped by storms can be prime candidates
for removal,” says Andersen.
Other factors to consider when determining if a tree is worth saving:
• Species – Is this type of tree prone to pests and other problems?
• Age – Is the tree mature or over-mature?
• Vigor- What health condition was the tree in before the damage?
• Value it adds to the property – Does the tree still have value, even if partially
damaged?
• Sentimental value – Is the tree a living monument?
If a tree is not worth saving, remove it as soon as possible. If it is not
removed and the tree dies, it could become a hazard tree. Removal of hazard trees
is dangerous to the tree care crew and requires special techniques, adding to the cost.
Treating the tree
Assuming the decision has been made to repair the tree, the next question
is: “Am I capable of repairing the damage myself or should I seek professional
help?” Major repair will undoubtedly require the use of a chain saw and climbing
equipment. Unless one is experienced in the use of such equipment and comfortable
working off the ground, it would be best to have the work performed by a competent
professional. Inspect your trees for damage after a storm. If a tree has hazards,
such as broken, hanging limbs or a split branch union (sometimes called a branch
fork), you should have a reputable tree care company give an assessment. This is
important because you could be held liable if the hazard branch or tree fails and
damages property or causes personal injury.
This information is brought to you by the Tree Care Industry Association and the Board of
Certified Tree Experts.
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full conference and while you are with us join us at the conference dinner. The
dinner offers an additional opportunity to interact with other shade tree
commission members and professionals in the industry both of whom have
also been entrusted with the same task of enhancing the care of shade trees.
Purchase a “complete” registration and make sure you experience all that the
conference has to offer.

GREEN COMMUNITY ACHIEVEMENT
AWARDS – CLASS OF 2018
Each year, the Green Community Achievement Awards are presented
to non-profits, individuals, municipalities and/or industry professionals. The
awardees enrich their communities with trees by providing education and
training. Carrie Sargeant, NJ Urban and Community Forestry Program
Coordinator announced the 2018 Honorees at the NJ Shade Tree Federation’s
Annual Meeting held in Cherry Hill, NJ in October 2018.
The First Awardee was The Borough of Rumson. The Governing
Body of the Borough is committed to provide a safe and healthy environment
to its residents as well as being fiscally responsible. The government’s strong
leadership and residents support the opportunity to strive for improvement.
Great efforts were made since Hurricane Sandy to protect the community from
future storms. Extensive review of critical infrastructure was mapped out
utilizing GIS. In addition, in the 2015 Masterplan Re-Examination Report
included storm resiliency, green building and infrastructure, rain gardens,
bioswales and increasing tree cover. The Borough has an impressive run of
being recognized as a Tree City USA for 27 years. In 2016, the Borough
received it’s First Growth Award.
The Shade Tree Commission has active membership and have greatly
expanded their role in the community. The Commission wrote their 2nd 5-year
Community Forestry Manage Plan by themselves. The Shade Tree
Commission has and continues to build alliances with the community.
Supportive government leadership has greatly impacted community’s tree
resource. They are now in the midst of a community wide tree inventory to
further promote and protect their community tree resource.
The second awardee announced was Fairleigh Dickinson University’s
Florham Park Campus. It is New Jersey’s only Tree City USA Campus.
Everyone knows what the work is entailed in the Tree City Recognition. The
Tree Campus is even harder. Some of the standards to meet is to establish a
Tree Committee. It is comprised of students, faculty and the community. This
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is not an easy feat to maintain given the nature of students graduating and
leaving the campus. Other standards include:
• The establishment of a Campus Tree Care Plan. This was established
in October 2017.
• Tracking expenditures need to be tracked on tree planting, tree management,
volunteer time for students and civic organizations.
• An Arbor Day observance is also required. The University currently
observes, Earth Day and Arbor Day during its Green Week celebration held
every April. Green Week is a student-focused community celebration of
Fairleigh Dickinson University’s venture into environmental sustainability.
Its purpose is to recognize, share and celebrate the contribution that each
member of the campus and the community can make to the overall goal of
sustainability. Standard 5 is the Service Learning Project. These events are
held throughout the year though primarily during the University’s Green Week,
a series of events to commemorate Earth Day and Arbor Day and through
coursework as assigned. An example of a Green Week project was when
students participated in an invasive species removal program clearing
undergrowth affecting local tree and shrub health.
In the Non-profit/Non-Governmental Organization category,
Meadow Lakes was the award recipient. Meadow Lakes is one of the first
Continuing Care Retirement Communities in the country and is the flagship
community of Springpoint Senior Living. It is a non-profit organization
providing a home and care to seniors in Hightstown, New Jersey. Meadow
Lakes is also home to the 100-acre, Robert A. Winters Arboretum; New
Jersey’s first arboretum to be accredited as a level 2 arboretum by the
international accrediting body overseen by the Morton Arboretum.
Over the last eleven years, the arboretum has undergone a
metamorphosis. Their collection of roughly five thousand trees has gone from
one hundred seventy unique tree species or cultivars to just over four hundred.
Each one is cataloged and tracked.
Meadow Lakes supports the NJ Board of Tree Experts and the NJ
arborists Chapter of the International Society of Arboriculture. The
organization also works with the NJ Society of Licensed Tree Experts and
provides several days of high-level education for New Jersey’s arborists.
Meadow Lakes has also opened their community to the NJ Arborists Chapter
of the International Society of Arboriculture’s Tree Climbing Competition.
Additional outreach and education is done to non-professionals. This is done
by providing outreach to local schools through central New Jersey to
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DOGGETT . . .
Liquid asset for
trees and tree
care companies.
The fastest growing segment of the tree care industry is
liquid tree fertilization and Doggett is leading the way. The
spectacular growth in this field has come from the fact that the
fertilizing method that helps trees the most also helps tree care
companies the most.
Liquid fertilizing is right for trees because the fertilizer is
injected into the soil. This fractures and aerates the soil so that
water, oxygen and fertilizers are made available to the feeder
roots. Doggett’s forty years of experience have resulted in XL
Injecto Feed—a solid in a liquid—suspended particles of
concentrated nutrition which you mix with water. Its slow
release formula provides nourishment for up to two years and is
available in five formulations for varying fertilizing situations.
Liquid tree fertilizing is a liquid asset for tree care companies
because it lets you do a thorough and professional job in very
little time with hardly any investment in equipment. It requires
about one fourth the labor of the dry granular application.
It’s no surprise that the leading tree care professionals in
the country come to Doggett for tree fertilizer. From Central Park
in New York, where XL Injecto Feed is the fertilizer of choice
for dependable results, to the highly respected Shade Tree
Laboratories at the University of Massachusetts, XL Injecto
Feed is demonstrating its value and proving that it really is a
liquid asset for trees and tree care companies.
Doggett Corporation, Lebanon, NJ 08833 Tel: 908-236-6335
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emphasize the importance of trees and urban forestry and work to instill an
appreciation for trees in New Jersey’s youngest residents.
Meadow Lakes efforts are made for the betterment of lives of their
residents and the greater community at large. They improve the local
ecosystem and their positive impact throughout New Jersey. Joseph Greipp
accepted the award on behalf of the facility.
The other municipal category Awardee is the Town of Morristown.
The municipal trees which line Morristown’s busy thoroughfares have suffered
through extreme weather, highway application of road salt, plus a welcome but
root-damaging increase in pedestrian and pet traffic. The Town of Morristown
supported the Shade Tree Commission and committed to invest money to
renovate over 30 wells with state-of-the art, soil rejuvenation and Flexi-Pave
Treatment. The project spans a 3-year time frame with 2-years already behind
them.
In a nutshell, the soil in each designed well was air-spaded to loosen
the soil compaction. Next, 6 – 8 inches of depleted ‘soil’ was removed and
replaced with organic matter and BioChar. BioChar is charred wood that
creates pockets of air within the soil, preventing soil compaction. The BioChar
also releases vital minerals every time it rains boosting the tree’s environment
for its life within the tree well.
To further ensure the tree’s health and well-being, the wells were then
completely covered with a porous product called FlexiPave, which protects the
soil beneath and creates a smooth surface at the same level as the sidewalk.
The renovation project has some additional benefits by improving the
environment through tree health, raises awareness of tree issues from the
publicity generated before and after each phase of the project, enhances
Morristown’s aesthetics which complements an attractive, walkable downtown
area.

2019 GREEN COMMUNITIES ACHIEVEMENT
AWARD REQUEST FOR NOMINATIONS
The New Jersey Green Communities Achievement Award recognizes
those nominees whose outstanding efforts have greatly contributed to the field
of urban and community forestry in New Jersey. Exemplary work, whether
public or private is eligible for the award program.
The Green Communities Awards recognize up to 4 recipients per year
in the following categories: - Individual - Municipality - Business/Tree Care
Industry - Non-profit/Non-governmental organization.
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The criteria for nomination are: - Improving the environment in New
Jersey’s communities through wise management of the trees and forest
resources, and the development of a self-sustaining local urban and community
forestry program; - Raising awareness of the value of urban and community
trees and forests in New Jersey through education and outreach; - Enhancing
the beauty of New Jersey’s cities and towns with programs and projects for
trees and forests. - Providing exceptional effort and meritorious contributions
to the field of urban and community forestry in New Jersey.
Please provide a brief nomination narrative providing justification
for the nomination based on the categories and criteria described above.
Nomination must state the Name, Title, Organization, Address, Email, and
Telephone Number of both the nominator and the nominee. Nomination
narratives should not exceed two (2) pages in length.
Nominations for the 2019 Green Communities Awards are due by
12:00pm, Monday, July 15, 2019. Nominations must be emailed to Shannon
Hart, NJ Urban and Community Forestry Program, Shannon.hart@dep.nj.gov.
The subject of the email must state 2019 Green Communities Award
Nomination. Questions may be directed to Ms. Hart at the email provided or
609.292.6512.

LOW-INCOME COMMUNITIES IN THIS CITY
ARE MORE AT RISK FOR DISASTERS
By Emma Coleman • Route 50 May 6, 2019
Lush greenery is synonymous with the Pacific Northwest, especially
in Portland, recognized as one of this country’s top ten cities for trees. But new
research shows that the landscape outside front doors is not the same for all
residents.
Heejun Chang is a geography professor at Portland State University
and one of the authors of a new study that found low-income neighborhoods
in East Portland to be more susceptible to extreme heat spikes and flooding
than wealthier areas of the city.
The study found that class-based segregation and redlining policies
likely led to the disparate impact of environmental risks across the city. With
housing costs on the rise in this Oregon city, low-income people, immigrants,
and people of color have been pushed to the edges of the city, where there are
more highways, fewer trees, and less vegetation. With less tree coverage and
more concrete, summer brings more intense greater heat spikes, and year round
rainfall builds up more quickly with greater potential for flooding.
“When we looked at both urban heat and topographic wetness indices
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for different areas of the city, we found that neighborhoods with vulnerable
populations were consistently exposed to both flooding and heat spikes,”
Chang said. “These areas are filled with people who are less affluent and less
educated, who have often been pushed out of central Portland by
gentrification.”
Last year, the Portland Department of Parks and Recreation mapped
more than 234,000 trees in the city, finding their distribution uneven and
directly correlated to income. The agency’s report noted that communities of
color and low-income residents face significant barriers to tree planting, and
recommended planting programs focused on rental properties and increased
funding for planting and maintenance in low-income areas—suggestions that
will soon be under review with the Portland City Council.
Shawn Fleek, who works for OPAL, a Portland environmental justice
organization, noted that East Portland has half the tree canopy recommended
by the U.S. Forestry Service, and an overabundance of heavily paved areas.
“In neighborhoods that are boxed in by major transportation corridors, the
heat gets absorbed. You see infants and elderly folks put at risk, everyone is
inhaling more air toxins, asthma is more frequent, and low birth weights
happen more often.”
Commissioner Jo Ann Hardesty, of the Portland City Council and
herself an East Portland resident, has seen the impact of extreme heat and
flooding firsthand. “I believe we have a responsibility to ensure that lowincome communities and communities of color are leading our efforts to
address the impacts of climate change and to create healthy communities.”
Hardesty championed the Portland Clean Energy fund initiative in late 2018,
which supports regenerative agriculture projects, including activities like tree
planting, with priority given to low-income neighborhoods.
A bill in the Oregon legislature could eventually lead to residents
from different socioeconomic groups being more evenly distributed throughout
the city by changing the zoning laws to allow duplexes, triplexes, and
quadplexes in areas that are currently only zoned for single family homes.
But Commissioner Hardesty is focused on addressing this at the city
level, with the Residential Infill Project, which would similarly put more
housing units in residential neighborhoods. As the city moves forward, she said
one concern is making sure current residents are able to stay.
“What I’m mostly concerned with is ensuring that any city policy
involving rezoning to allow for more density has a strong anti-displacement
plan in place. Any policy that doesn’t have anti-displacement plans would
open low-income residents and people of color to displacement to the outskirts
of the city, where dangers like heat spikes are more likely,” Hardesty noted.
Providence, Rhode Island, which similarly found disparities in tree coverage
along socioeconomic lines, is also concerned with so called “green
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gentrification,” wherein a city’s efforts to improve the vegetation in a
neighborhood brings in a rush of new, affluent residents.
Leah Bamberger, the director of sustainability for Providence, says
that building relationships and including the community in efforts like street
tree planting is key. “We’re making sure that as we invest in and improve
historically disenfranchised neighborhoods, we are doing all we can to avoid
displacement, so that the people we’re doing this for can enjoy their
community. We are building leadership capacity amongst residents to ensure
all efforts are culturally relevant and sustainable,” she said.
Providence and Portland are not alone in trying to find culturally
relevant ways to educate people about urban nature. In a recent op-ed, Detroit
City Councilmember Scott Benson bluntly stated “Earth Day doesn’t resonate
with low income residents” because the day conjures up “images of those with
the luxury of spare time and disposable income to replant trees near the local
private school,” an experience that doesn’t reflect reality for people in lowincome neighborhoods.
But Chang is optimistic that Portland will make more of an effort to
reach out to residents in these communities and suggests the city might start
with the next generation. “We could actually do a lot to teach children, and then
have them teach their parents about environmental risks and the way trees can
help.”

45

973-837-1390 phone
973-837-1391 fax

50 NOTCH ROAD
WEST PATERSON, NJ 07424

Plant Foods Premium
Liquid Fertilizers For:

SAVE THE
DATE:
Annual Meeting
of the
NJ Shade Tree
Federation

Getting to the Root
of Healthier Foliage

Oct 24-25, 2019
Harrah’s Resort &
Conference Center,
Atlantic City

PLANT FOOD COMPANY, INC.
Manufacturers of Fluid Fertilizers
Hightstown-Cranbury Station Road
Cranbury, NJ 08512 • 609-448-0935
800-562-1291 • FAX 609-443-8038

46

47

The New Jersey
Shade Tree Federation
Blake Hall
93 Lipman Drive
New Brunswick, N.J. 08903
Non Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
New Brunswick, NJ 08901
Permit 50520

